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Abstract:  This Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) has been prepared in compliance 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to identify potential environmental impacts of 
the proposed action and evaluate reasonable and practical alternatives that meet the purpose and 
need for the project.  Emerald Creek Garnet, Ltd. (ECG) proposes to mine garnet reserves within 
the St. Maries River floodplain near Fernwood, Idaho in Benewah and Shoshone Counties.   
 
To proceed, ECG must obtain a Department of the Army Permit under Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act (CWA).  ECG has mined garnet in 15 permit areas near Fernwood since 1992.  There are 
four to seven years of mining remaining in these permit areas.  Therefore, ECG proposes to dredge 
mine new areas of alluvial deposits of industrial garnet.  The area proposed for garnet extraction 
contains wetlands that would be temporarily filled by construction of isolated berms, topsoil, 
overburden stockpiles, work pads and other discharges of dredged and fill material.   
 
The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) has determined that the evaluation and 
issuance of a 404 permit would be considered a major federal action significantly affecting the 
quality of the human environment and therefore requires the preparation of an EIS.  The USACE is 
analyzing six alternatives in this DEIS:  Alternative 1 – No Action (no change from existing mining); 
Alternative 2 – Twelve Month Wet Panel Mining, 133 Acres of Wetland Mined; Alternative 3 – 
Twelve Month Wet and /Dry Panel Mining, 133 Acres of Wetland Mined; Alternative 8 – Oxbow 
Avoidance, 84.3 Acres of Wetland Mined; Alternative 9 – Oxbow Avoidance, 96.9 Acres of Wetland 
Mined; and Alternative 10 – Oxbow Avoidance, 108.9 Acres of Wetland Mined. 
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